XVi                                INTRODUCTION.
widely-circulated publications.    It is equally due to myself to
make it clearly understood, that I left the historian entirely
to the guidance of his own judgment and good feeling in this
matter; I could never, for a moment, have thought of insulting
Mm, or debasing myself, by an attempt at any unworthy com-
promise of his opinion.   I would as soon have crouched to
Mr. Macaulay himself for a favourable article on this present
volume,   as have attempted to tamper with the author of
the   "Pictorial History,"  and of "Our Indian Empire."
His  own unbiassed conclusion   was, that my father had
"been an honourable and cruelly misused man.    This opinion
he  expressed with honest warmth and earnestness;  and
there are various points in both his narratives, which he
has cleared up, and substantiated, by reference to unquestion-
able documents; to the advantage of Sir Elijah's fame, and to
the conviction of Mr. Mill and his followers, either of wilful
misrepresentation, gross ignorance, or want of common re-
search.    In a general history of the eventful reign of George
III., and in & general account of "Our Indian Empire," it is
obvious that to have inserted more details must have been
considered disproportionate and out of place; but, for what the
author of these volumes has done, towards the elucidation of
truth, it behoves not only me and my relatives) but every
honest reader of his country's annals, to be grateful,
Mr. Mac Parlane and I are no longer strangers to each
other; and I trust that an acquaintance which began under
circumstances painful to me, but assuredly not dishonourable
to either of us, will terminate in a lasting friendship,
My intercourse with Mr. Edward Thornton was not quite
so satisfactory. I waited, in person, upon that gentleman, at
nis ofiee in the East India House, and offered him the use of
He same documents which I had submitted to Mr. Mac Farlane*
Pei&ly, but coldly enough, he declined accepting my offer.
I spoke of the difficulty of finding any copy of Sir Elijah
t and of the importance and conclusive nature